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Church News
This month sees the annual Norfolk Churches Trust ‘Ride and Stride’ event on Saturday 
11th. 

People are sponsored to cycle, walk or drive around the countryside of Norfolk, visiting 
churches and chapels on route and raising money for their own church and for the 
Churches Trust which gives grants to repair churches.

We always take part at St. Mary’s, opening our church for visitors and going around 
local villages and towns, visiting their churches.

Services for September:
5th      No service at St. Mary’s, but there is a Benefice service at Ryston at 9.30am
12th    Eucharist  at 10.00am
19th    Said  Communion at 5.00pm
22nd  Harvest Hymns and Tea at 2.30pm
26th   Harvest Festival  at 10.00am

                                                                                   Marion Lewis                          
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Southery W.I.

Sue Hilton welcomed everyone to our first meeting in The Village Hall for seventeen months, it 
was so nice to be back and doing something as close to normal as we can get at the present time. 

Diane Edwards introduced Tony from the Welney Wetland Centre who gave us a lighthearted and 
informative talk with slides of all the work that takes place at the centre and the surrounding 
Ouse Washes. The WWT was started by Peter Scott in 1946 and the Washes now see around 
75,000 Waterfowl  in a year. We are hoping to visit the Centre at some time in the future.

Brenda Walsh gave us dates for diaries for a visit to The Theatre Royal in Norwich to see "The 
Sound of Music"  between January 18th -  22nd 2022, numbers to be taken at September 2nd 
meeting.

At the September meeting we have "The Jammers" a musical group and at our October 7th 
meeting we have a talk by The RNLI

Our thanks to Maureen Sharman who  kindly offered the use of her garden for a BBQ on 
Thursday August 19th.

Tony of Welney  judged our flower of the month competition and awarded 1st Caroline 
Hainsford, 2nd Sue Stacey and 3rd Judith Legge

Val Osler
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Southery Bowls Club
Southery Bowls Club is now open for the new season.

Anyone wishing to join will be most welcome.
We have club nights on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays starting at 6 pm, but games 

can be played at any time.
Come along and join us and take away the Covid Blues.

For information David Starling – 01366 377342 or David Everett – 01366 377379

Poppy Appeal 2021

The Royal British Legion are hoping to reinstate the annual “Poppy Appeal” in 
November  and I am appealing for volunteers to join our small band of loyal helpers. A 
few more collectors would make our footsteps a bit lighter. If anyone out there feel they 
could help us out please contact me on 01366377641. 

Thank you in anticipation.

Beryl
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Village Voice Contacts
Residents of Southery may like to know that Three Million Wheelbarrows  - 
The story of the Eau Brink Cut, has been published to coincide with the 
Bicentenary this summer of the Cut and the first bridge over the River Great 
Ouse at King’s Lynn. 
 
Three Million Wheelbarrows describes events leading up to the Eau Brink 
Cut from 1775 to 1821. Landowners wanted to straighten the River Great 
Ouse to improve drainage and protect their crops from flood. The merchants 
of Kings Lynn Corporation feared this would create such violent currents that 
the harbour and barge transport network would be destroyed A massive feat 
of negotiation by elite local characters and Britain’s legendary engineers was 
required to satisfy both factions, while the river tells of its resistance to 
human control and the impacts of our activities on the environment.
 
Three Million Wheelbarrows will interest local and family historians, possibly 
descendants of the thousands of craftsmen and workmen who worked on 
the project.  Those using the river for leisure, or historians of drainage, early 
steam engines, engineering, transport or Fenland’s Napoleonic wartime 
activities may also find useful information. Students of creative writing or the 
eco-humanities, combining history/geography with literature, ecology and the 
arts might also be curious.
 
Three Million Wheelbarrows -The story of the Eau Brink Cut by Kathleen 
Saunders is published by Mousehold Press and available from bookshops or  
www.bitternbooks.co.uk Tel: 01603 739635 Price £9.95 plus p+p.  
  
Kathy Saunders. 

http://www.bitternbooks.co.uk/
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Downham Market Library is open
We look forward to welcoming you back!  You can

• follow our one-way system to browse the shelves
• pre-order a selection of up to 10 books for adults for free through Select and Collect Use 

the online form at norfolk.spydus.co.uk or call 01603 774777
• collect reservations
• borrow our Grab and Go selection book bags 
• book one 60-minute session per day on a computer. To book a session or if you need 

any help using our computers or filling in your Census form, call 01603 774777
• collect Tricky Period products and Toiletries To Go
• return items through the drop box or self-service kiosks
• download the FREE Spydus app to check out books on your smartphone
• download eBooks, audio books, newspapers and magazines by visiting 

www.norfolk.gov.uk/libraries

We’ve made some changes to keep you safe, so
• there is no ‘Open Library’ access
• please bring your library card with you or join in the library or online
• we may ask for details from you to help with Test and Trace
• you will need to wear a face covering in the library
• we have a one-way system for social distancing
• hand sanitiser is available for use on the way in and out of the library
• surfaces and computers will be regularly wiped down
• returned books will be quarantined for 72 hours
• sorry, there are no newspapers, magazines or seats in the library and the toilet is not 

available.
We’ve made some changes to our opening hours

• Monday: Closed

• Tuesday: 10.00am – 6.00pm

• Wednesday: 10.00am – 6.00pm

• Thursday: 10.00am – 6.00pm

• Friday: 10.00am – 6.00pm

• Saturday: 1.00pm – 4.00pm

• Sunday:  Closed

www.norfolk.gov.uk/libraries    

                                                                

http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/libraries
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Website: https://u3asites.org.uk/downham-market/home 
Email:  u3adownhammarket@gmail.com 

https://u3asites.org.uk/downham-market/home
mailto:u3adownhammarket@gmail.com
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https://www.facebook.com/SwishSouthery/

Every Monday at Southery Village Hall
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