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Church News
We held our first service, a ‘Service of the Word’, on Sunday 12th July, socially distanced 
and sanitised.  We are not allowed to sing so listened to hymns being sung by a choir. 
Afterwards we sat out on the church lawn with flasks of coffee and chatted, at a 
distance of course.  It was nice to be together again and catch up on everyone’s news.

 During the service, those from the village who have died during lockdown were 
remembered and prayers said for their families.

Future services will be advertised on the notice board outside the church.
There will be no ‘Favourite Hymns and Afternoon Tea’ at the moment as we are not 
allowed to sing nor serve refreshments but hopefully we will be able to start again in the 
not too distant future.

Baptisms, weddings and funerals can now take place in a church with a limited number 
of guests.

It is nice to be taking small steps back to normality but please continue to keep safe and 
well.

COVID-19
I am sure that you are all still aware of the latest guidance for COVID-19 and the 
relaxation of restrictions that are taking place. However, please remember that the latest 
guidance is available from the NHS and government websites:

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
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Editor comment: 
I hope that you are all keeping well and it is good to have greater relaxation of the COVID-19 
restrictions which are allowing us to return to a more normal life. However, we have decided to 
hold back on the newsletter distribution for August. We are looking for some additional volunteers 
to help distribute the newsletter once we are back in paper-based circulation. If you would be 
interested in helping out then please send an email to me at the address below and we will be in 
contact.

The village voice can be contacted by Email: contact@village-voice.org or through our website
www.village-voice.org

Public Notices
Dog Fouling – Playing Field
Please could all dog walkers ensure that dog fouling is collected and disposed of in the 
provided bins at the edge of the field.  The Parish Council has noted that the amount of 
dog waste is not acceptable and puts the health and children and our contractors who 
cut the grass at risk.

Anti-Social Behaviour
Notice to all parents of teenage children, please could you ensure that you have spoken 
to your children about the distress that anti-social behaviour can cause to other residents 
and how their behaviour might impact others. There have been continued damage to the 
old football hut on the playing field which ultimately is at the village's expense through 
the Parish Council precept/Council tax.  This is not acceptable and we have had to 

http://southeryparishcouncil.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/2018/05/04/dog-fouling-playing-field/
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Swish

Swish are happy to announce that the Panto is on (subject to Government guidance)
Auditions will be 17th September at 7.30pm and 20th September at 4.30pm, at the Village 

Hall.

Performance dates are January 14th - 16th 2021. 

Keep your eyes open to hear what we will be performing! 
Follow our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/SwishSouthery/

Dates for the diary

20th August – Hunstanton Bus Trip
September – Pantomime auditions

16th October – Bingo
14th November – Swish Ball(TBC)

30th November – Xmas Bus Trip to Norwich
8th & 10th December – Santa Visits

https://www.facebook.com/SwishSouthery/
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Southery Parish Council
The Council meet on the first Monday of each month, unless there is a bank holiday and 
then this is the following Monday, and not in January or August.  When permitted they 
meet in the Southery Methodist Church - however during the current Covid-19 crisis 
meetings are being held virtually via Zoom from June 2020 until further notice.  The 
meetings start at 7.30 pm and all residents are welcome.  The public are able to observe 
the virtual meeting and where possible there is a section for public comments. Agendas, 
minutes and other information can be found on the website:  http://
southeryparishcouncil.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/  Please contact the Clerk when the 
agenda is published should you wish to join the virtual meeting for further instructions.

Helen Richardson, Parish Clerk: 07795006811 or email parishclerk1@hotmail.co.uk

SOUTHERY PARISH COUNCIL
Draft (Until Approved at the Next Meeting)

Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 
Monday 6 July 2020 at 7.30 pm

Virtual Meeting Held via 'ZoomPresent:
Cllr Crispin Copsey
Cllr Chris Edwards
Cllr Christine Feltwell
Cllr Roger Whitehead
Helen Richardson, Parish Clerk & Financial Responsible Person

In attendance:
Members of the Public: 0
Cllr Martin Storey, Norfolk County Council and BCKLWN

http://southeryparishcouncil.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/
http://southeryparishcouncil.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/
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58/20 To Approve a Councillor to Preside over the Meeting as per Standing Order 
3u. (If both the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman are absent from a meeting, a 
Councillor as chosen by the Councillors present at the meeting shall preside 
at the meeting)

RESOLVED:  That Cllr Chris Edwards preside at the meeting. (Cllr Christine Feltwell 
proposed, Cllr Crispin Copsey seconded, all agreed)

59/20 To consider apologies for absence - Cllr Alison Youngs (Chair) (personal 
reasons) and Cllr Annette Osler (personal reasons) and Cllr Javey Osler (personal 
reasons).

60/20 To receive Declarations of Interest on Agenda Items.
There were none.

61/20 To Approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 
1 June 2020. and To Note Matters Arising issued in advance in the Clerks 
Report
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Ordinary meeting of the Parish Council held on 1 
June 2020 be approved.  (Cllr Crispin Copsey proposed, Cllr Roger Whitehead seconded, 
all were in favour).

Clerks Report (July)

Play Area Repairs - Wickstead repaired the edging to the play area at the end of May 
2020 as per Annual report.  Play area information from the Government was considered 
by the Parish Clerk on 30 June 2020.  The Government advised that play areas could 
reopen on 4th July.  The guidance issued by the Government on their website stipulates 
that owners/those responsible for play areas must risk assess the reopening.  The Clerk 
risk assessed the following:

- Cleaning Regime - Not required due to low use in the park, and being in the open the 
virus is less likely to survive together with infrequent use.  Together with signage to 
parents and children to wash their hands and use sanitizer when they visit as well as 
users to wipe and disinfect before use.  Users will be encouraged to clean the 
equipment with wipes or disinfectant before using items that may have been touched or 
high traffic in the signage provided.

-Social Distancing - The play area is not in high use at any one given time.  The signage 
displayed will promote to those using it to consider social distancing whilst in the park.  
There is enough equipment for multiple users to spread out and take turns.

- The play area has been closed for use with cable ties and monitored since early 
lockdown as well as receiving an official annual inspection in January 2020 and repairs 
identified have since been actioned, so it is not considered that a further inspection is 
necessary.

- There are two entrances to the park and it is considered this will help social distancing 
for those arriving and leaving.  It is not considered that the parish council will need to 
monitor admittances due to the low numbers of users at any given time and notices that 
will be in place.
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- A notice will be placed in the next village voice reminding users of their responsibilities 
to hand sanitise and keep social distanced whilst in the play area.

Public Rights to Inspect the Annual Accounts - This was placed on the website and 
notice board early June, for inspection between 15 June and 24 July 2020.  The AGAR 
was signed by Cllr Chris Edwards who Chaired the June meeting and was returned via 
email to the External Auditors on 9th June 2020.  Conclusion of the Audit takes place 
around September.

Quarterly Banking Reconciliation - The Clerk will be emailing the Councillors with a 
Quarterly Banking Reconciliation for April - June in early July on email.

Planning Applications Received for Comment Between Meetings
20/00411/F Erection of an oak framed dwelling on raised level and detached garage to 
serve dwelling  at  43A & 45 Ferry Bank  Southery  Downham Market  Norfolk  PE38 
0PN   

Planning Applications Decisions Received
20/00544/F  manor farm Cottage Mill Drove Southery Norfolk PE38 0PL -installation of 
a ground source heat pump and associated underground pipework. Application 
permitted 26 May 2020

62/20 To Approve Revised Covid 19 Action Plan
Minor amendments had been made to advise that all meetings will be held via Zoom until 
further notice and that the Annual Accounts and Internal Audit had been concluded.  
RESOLVED: That the Revised Covid 19 Action Plan be approved.  (Cllr Chris Edwards 
proposed, Cllr Crispin Copsey seconded, all were in favour).

63/20 To Approve Clerk Training Webinars on Various Topics
The Clerk advised that she was interested in attending three SLCC webinars splitting costs 
with two other Parish Councils to a total cost of £30 plus VAT in regard to Planning; 
Dealing with Challenging People and Right of Ways.  She also advised there was one 
specific to Southery in regard to Village Greens at a cost of £30 plus VAT also with the 
SLCC.  

RESOLVED: That the four webinars described be approved at a total cost of £60 plus VAT 
for the Clerk to attend. (Cllr Christine Feltwell proposed, Cllr Crispin Copsey seconded, all 
were in favour).

64/20 To Approve the 'Register of Decisions Made to be Ratified'.  Only item 
'Payments for May 2020'

RESOLVED: That the list of decisions to be ratified as presented be approved.  (Cllr Chris 
Edwards proposed, Cllr Crispin Copsey seconded, all were in favour).

65/20 To Approve Payments - June 2020

RESOLVED: That the payments for June be approved.(Cllr Chris Edwards proposed, Cllr 
Roger Whitehead seconded, all were in favour).
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66/20 Councillors concerns and agenda items for next meeting 
• Youths had swung on one of the play area gates the weekend it had reopened and 

broken the gate from the hinge.  Cllr Crispin Copsey and Cllr Chris Edwards agreed to 
arrange a repair.  

• The Clerk agreed to follow up with numerous reports in regard to lose roof tiles on a 
barn building opposite the Church as there was concern they may fall.

• The Clerk agreed to ask the Borough Council to spray weeds on the footbath 
between the shop at Upgate Street and the church ruins.

• It was agreed to add the Briar Bush in the Cemetery to the September agenda.
• The Clerk agreed to report the issue of streetlights not being on at Orchard Way to 

the Borough Council.

67/20 Date of next meeting – Monday 7 September at 7.30 pm, virtually via Zoom

The date of the next meeting was noted and it was felt that virtual meetings would need to 
continue for sometime. The Clerk agreed to seek subscription costs for Zoom and email 
details to the Council in August.

68/20 Exclusion of Press and Public. The Council will be requested to pass a 
resolution excluding the press and public from the meeting in accordance with 
Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 by reason of the 
confidential nature of the business to be transacted (staffing).  Opportunity to 
discuss any HR issues, Contracts or Legal Proceedings.  To Discuss a HR Related 
Issue.

The matter was resolved. 

Meeting Closed 8.41 pm
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