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COVID-19
As a village, I am sure we are all looking out for each other and making sure that we keep 
each other safe. As a reminder the latest information on the current situation can be found 
at the NHS website: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
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Editor comment: As you will be aware the April edition of the newsletter was fully printed and 
ready for distribution when restrictions and social distancing was introduced. To protect our 
distribution volunteers we decided not to distribute the newsletter but host it as an online edition 
at the Village Voice website. During April we have received a number of new subscriptions and 
these will be used to send out pdf copies of the newsletter. It is possible to download the 
newsletter pdf from the website and send it by social media to your family and friends and it can 
be read on a mobile phone or tablet. 

We are very interested to receive news items, including photos of activities taking place around 
the village. This could include pictures of the Thursday evening clapping for frontline personnel, 
pictures of wildlife around the village, or pictures painted by your children. Please send them by 
email to contact@village-voice.org and we will use them on the website and in the newsletter 
where possible. 

The 8th May is the 75th Anniversary of VE day and we are including some information regarding 
this in the current newsletter. However, if you have any particular articles or photos of the day in 
Southery and would be willing to share them in the newsletter or on the website then please send 
them by email.

The village voice can be contacted by Email: contact@village-voice.org or through our website 
www.village-voice.org.
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Learning Support Resources
The link below opens up a folder full of learning resources for different ages. This includes 
links to free online classes such as PE, dance and art lessons with professionals, online 
freebies, indoor activity day ideas, and various other free learning resources. I've 
collected as much as I can and add to it daily, if I cant find something for free I design it 
myself so I can provide it for free. You can also find me on Instagram at  
@inspirationforisolation for daily activities and ideas. Danielle Kirk

https://drive.google.com/drive/mobile/folders/1cvizYU5BO5OFa71UXP_Wkxr7Gnalw4Jf

SWISH
The quiz planned to take place on Saturday 23rd May has been postponed and a new 
date will be advertised when possible.
At present this year’s outdoor event will still take place on Saturday 25th July at 
Southery Playing Field. As always there will be entertainment for the whole family. If you 
would like to book a stall/car boot please message cathy@southery.com call the Swish 
phone or message us on Facebook. Pitch fees: stalls £10/ car boot £5

Many of you would have caught sight of the Easter posters around the Village prior to a 
wonderful appearance from the Easter Bunny who hopped around Southery waving at 
the children whilst delivering eggs to gardens. Thank you Easter Bunny for putting 
smiles on faces in difficult times.

If there any people in the village unable to leave home because of coronavirus there is a 
group called Covid-19 Southery help. They offer support to the people of Southery and 
ensure nobody is left isolated or without support. They ask nothing in return and are 
local neighbours not a professional body. They can arrange deliveries, pick up 
shopping, collect medication, post mail, top up gas/electric etc in ways that keep you 
and them safe. Call Ross on 07749 171123 or Clare on 07960 226517

Stay safe folks…. Swish Team

Dates for the diary
25th July – Wild West Outdoor Event
20th August – Hunstanton Bus Trip
September – Pantomime auditions

16th October – Bingo
14th November – Swish Ball(TBC)

30th November – Xmas Bus Trip to Norwich
8th & 10th December – Santa Visits

Swish phone: 07983 162684 or find us on Facebook.

Chapel Services 
It is with sadness that we announce that all Worship Services are suspended for the time 
being in line with Government guidance. We will keep you informed as the situation 
continues.

https://drive.google.com/drive/mobile/folders/1cvizYU5BO5OFa71UXP_Wkxr7Gnalw4Jf%22%20%5Co%20%22https://drive.google.com/drive/mobile/folders/1cvizYU5BO5OFa71UXP_Wkxr7Gnalw4Jf
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Southery Parish Council
'Stay Home, Protect the NHS, Save Lives'

Parish Council meetings are not
being held until further notice due to Covid-19 Coronavirus

Please see the policies section of the Parish Council website for more information.

Website: http://southeryparishcouncil.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/

CHURCH NEWS
The church door was locked and the church closed on 24th March under the instructions of 
Parliament and the Bishop of Ely. It was a sad day.  Never before have churches been 
closed indefinitely.  For church-goers it was especially sad to be closed for Easter which 
for us is the most joyous celebration of the year. 
However, we did a small Easter garden and put it in the church porch for all who walked 
by to see.
We had planned a special celebration of the 75th Anniversary of VE day on 8th May but of 
course it cannot go ahead. However, we are going to do a display in the porch.  Keep a 
look out for it.
It’s great the way people have been keeping in touch and looking out for each other during 
lockdown and doing the Thursday clap for carers and frontline staff.  We really are grateful 
to them all, including Tommy and family in the village shop. 
Life will get back to normal one day soon.  In the meantime, take care, keep safe and may 
God bless you all.

http://southeryparishcouncil.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/


6

EVENTS HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED

The War Years and VE DAY 1945 May 8th

Victory in Europe Day was a time of celebration, joy and relief, the war was over, peace 
was declared.

The village of Southery was surrounded by airfields, RAF Bexwell, RAF Methwold, RAF 
Feltwell, American bases at Lakenheath and Mildenhall. The skies were busy with 
aeroplanes, day and night, British and German. There was even a decoy, dummy airfield 
near the beet factory constructed to fool the Germans into thinking it was a genuine 
airfield, my Mother in law said they were not that daft. Two British aeroplanes crashed 
near Southery, one was still laden with bombs. Boys would sit in the cockpits and collect 
pieces of aeroplane as souvenirs.

Into the village came children evacuated from Hackney, London, with their teachers, they 
took up 2 classrooms in the school. All the children had to practise hiding under the tables 
or running to the cloakrooms, when the air siren went off. The children also had to practise 
putting gas masks on. Mr. George Bartholomew, Headmaster from 1932 to 1959, 
amalgamated the Infants and Mixed School, when Miss Payne retired in 1943 and put in 
the connecting door. Air Raid wardens ensured all buildings could be blacked out. The 
school had netting and lined curtains over the windows, so the Germans could not see 
targets. One day the Air Raid Warden saw lights in the church and no blackout, the Rev. 
Morton was soundly told off.

Dad’s Army met in the annexe, they practised what they would do if there was an 
invasion. They watched from the Observatory post near Mrs. Clement’s home and 
patrolled the river banks and watched from the pillboxes. There was genuine concern the 
Germans would invade, anybody suspicious was investigated.

At this time, there were shortages of petrol, clothes and especially food. Ships bringing 
bananas and other fruit were attacked by U boats, the blockade stopped food coming in. 
Food was rationed, families had to exist on small amounts of butter, meat, eggs and 
bread. Growing food was all important to feed the population and the troops. cont.. 
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The playgroup annexe was used as a canteen. Children could have a cooked meal, while 
their mothers worked on the land. During the holidays, the teachers took in turns to look 
after the children. Children aged 12 had to work on the farms, they left Southery School at 
14. In 1941 the school closed from Oct. 3rd to November 3rd for the Potato Picking 
Holiday. No fancy machinery to pick the potatoes, they were picked by hand. Potato Pete 
encouraged people to eat potatoes rather than bread.

Land girls, prisoners of war from the camp on the Feltwell Road, older children, women 
and men all helped to bring in the harvest. Land that had never been cultivated, rough 
fenland was ploughed up and crops grown. The WAR AG Committee inspected the farms 
to make sure the farmers were efficient. If the farmer failed his farm could be taken away 
and given to somebody who could do a better job.

In Southery, lots of the homes had long gardens, where you could grow your own 
vegetables, keep a pig and some chickens, so you could supplement the meagre rations. 
Southery was known for the celery and onions, grown in the good black fen soil.    

On Victory in Europe Day 1945 a huge bonfire was built near Mrs. Clement’s home. Some 
local boys made a cross, soaked a sack in petrol on the cross and dragged it up and 
down the field. A street party was held on Stocks Corner. In those days all the traffic came 
through the village of Southery, no bypass till 1980. People pooled their coupons to 
provide food for the party. Dancing and singing took place until late in the evening, 
carrying on in the old National School, the Village Hall, near the War Memorial. Sports 
and races were held on North Field during the day. Recreation Drive, Recreation Field 
and Halls Close were still farmland.

cont..
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People did celebrate, but there was sadness too. The war in Europe had ended, but the 
war with Japan continued. The Japanese captured many soldiers from the Norfolk 
Regiment and put them to work on the Burma - Siam Railway. The British Soldiers were 
treated really badly and lived in squalid conditions with little food. The soldiers who 
returned home after VJ Day in August 1945 often had health problems. Of the 10 men 
from Southery on the War Memorial who died in World War II, 5 died in Thailand.

Face coverings

There has been a lot of discussion regarding face coverings recently based on ‘My face 
covering protects you and your face covering protects me’. Whether this will become a 
recommendation across the UK we will find out. However, it seems that people are using 
them in places where they may come into contact with larger groups such as when 
shopping. Here are three ways to make face covering which can be found on the internet.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-
coverings.html

Harry Flack was not living in Southery during WWII, he was a Bevan 
boy, named after the politician Aneurin Bevan. He was working in a 
mine, bringing coal up for the war effort. Bevan boys were small and 
fit. 

Some women had not seen or heard from their husbands or sons for 
6 years, did not know if they were still alive. It was such good news, 
that the war was over and the troops would be coming home.  

Judith Legge

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
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